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Response to Proposed After-Final Amendment 

1 . Applicants' proposed after final amendments have been considered. 

2. The proposed phrase "whereby the ....unsupported layer" appears to be new matter since a 
perusal of the specification failed to find that concept, and the Remarks failed to site page/ line 
citations. The previous claims also never required the toner to be printed dirt onto the 
substrate. Such concepts, while possibly overcoming the prior art of the Final Office Action, 
would require further search and/ or consideration. Further, previous claims never required the 
thermoplastic material to be extruded which is a proposed amendment of claim 26. This causes 
confusion with claim 38 which depends on claim 26 because it is unclear if the article is extruded 
or molded, or extruded and then put into a molding machine, etc. Proposed amendments 
regarding printing on a molded thermoplastic material of claims 39 and 43 would require further 
search and/ or consideration because those claims and their dependant claims have previously 
never required printing on a molded thermoplastic material. The proposed amendments therefore 
change the scope of the claims, appear to introduce New Matter, and raise new issues by 
introducing concepts/ amendments which would require further search and/ or consideration. 
Therefore, the proposed amendments will NOT be entered. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Fred J. Parker whose telephone number is (703) 308-3474. 
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